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ACKNOWLEDGIMENT OF COUNTRY

| would like to respectfully acknowledge the Whadjuk Noongar people, the Traditional
Custodians of the land on which we gather today. | pay my respects to their Elders,
past, present, and emerging, and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.

It is upon their ancestral lands that we come together to share this performance, and

| recognize their continuing connection to land, waters, and community. | honour their
traditions of storytelling, which have shaped this land for thousands of years, and express
my gratitude for the opportunity to create and present art in the Country.



SYNOPSIS

Set in a cozy New York café, ‘Tales of a Love Story’, follows the intertwining stories of
three characters—Rhys, Violet, and their guide, Anneke (Niki)—as they navigate their own
unique journeys of love. Rhys grapples with the ten-year anniversary of his father's death,

wrestling with the unexpected depth of his grief. Violet rediscovers her voice while facing
challenges in her relationship with her girlfriend, Hina. Meanwhile, Niki finds herself
reflecting on love as she navigates a rocky marriage and the anticipation of her unborn
child. This is not just a tale of romantic love, but a celebration of love in all its forms—
familial, platonic, unrequited, self-discovery, and non - traditional relationships. As their
stories unfold, one question lingers: Will love prevail?

SONG LIGST

Tales of a Love Story
2 Kids
The Test

Are you proud, dad?
Whos baby
Conflict/2 kids (Reprise)

Love will Prevail




CREATIVE TEA

AKARI KOMOTO
Composer/Music
Director/Producer/
Orchestrator

Akari Komoto (she/her), a
Brisbane-born composer,
musical director, pianist, and
arranger, is now based in Perth.
Beginning her training at age 4
under Leah Horowitz OAM, she
has since earned acclaim for her
performances with Musica Viva,
the Sydney International Piano
Competition’s ‘Rising Stars'
program, and multiple piano
competition titles.

A current student at the
Western Australian Academy

of Performing Arts (WAAPA),
Komoto debuted as musical
director in 2022 with The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee, followed by co-musical
directing Les Miserables while
serving as Orchestral Director.
Most recently, she musical
directed the world premiere of
The Hollow Cause with Keshet
Works. Regularly performing

in WAAPA's musical theatre
productions, Komoto is very
excited to debut her first original
musical, Tales of a Love Story.

MARSHALL BROWN
Director

Marshall (he/him) is a trained
performer and theatre maker
based in Boorloo, with a passion
for acting and directing. At
WAAPA in recent years, he has
completed the Diploma of Music
Theatre (2021) and Diploma of
Acting (2022), and is currently

in his second year studying the
Bachelor of Performing Arts.

Marshall has a strong love

for theatre, performing in
Generator: Frontier and
Matters Out of Place this year
at WAAPA.. He has always

had a fondness for musicals in
particular, playing Mark Cohen
in Rent (2020), Nicky in Avenue
Q at Fringe (2022), Peter in
Company (2023), the SQUIP in
Be More Chill (2023), for which
he won the Finley for Best
Supporting Actor in a Musical,
and most recently playing
Sammy in The Wedding Singer
(2024) at Planet Royale.

This is Marshall’s second time
stepping into the role of
Director of a musical, the first
being Nellie Productions debut
production of The Last Five
Years (2023) at the Jonesway
Theatre. He is ecstatic to have
to opportunity to stage Akaris
script and incredible score in this
original musicals first staging.

JAKE BATTLE
Director

Jake Battle (he/him) is a
Boorloo-based actor and
theatre-maker who has just
completed his second year of
the Bachelor of Performing Arts
in Performance Making at the
Western Australian Academy of
Performing Arts (WAAPA).

Jake made his directorial debut
last November with a production
of The Last Five Years at the
Jonesway Theatre with Nellie
Productions. Since then, he's
been in a Blue Room show

(The Late Great Andrew Tate),
musicals (Young Frankenstein)
worked as an LX operator

(The Wedding Singer), and
generated some tantalising new
works with his peers at WAAPA
(Frontier: Generator and Matters
Out of Place). Previously, he's
collaborated with Bunbury
Fringe, WAYTCO, PAANDA,
Short & Sweet, and Black Swan
STC. With a passion for devised
theatre, he is honoured to have
been a part of bringing this
exciting new project to life.



CREATIVE TEAI

MERCEDES GOWLETT
Production Stage
Manager

Mercedes Gowlett (she/her) is

a final-year Stage Management
student at WAAPA, where she
has contributed to a range of
productions, the latest being
Legally Blonde (GGT) as Deputy
Stage Manager and VERGE
(HLT) as Production Manager
Theatre. With experience across
event and festival settings, she
is eager to build on her career
on the east coast in 2025. It

has been a pleasure working
alongside the Tales of a Love
Story company and an especially
meaningful experience to
contribute to Akari Komoto's
first musical — the first of many
to come.

IMOGEN ROBINS

Costume designer

Imogen (she/her) was born and raised in Perth/Boorloo and has

a deep passion for music theatre and costume. She is currently
studying costume, design, props, and scenery at WAAPA. With a
diverse background in theatre, Imogen has previously worked as a
mic technician and mixer, as well as in costume making and dressing
roles on various WAAPA productions. She is extremely grateful

for the opportunity to make her debut as a costume designer and
wardrobe supervisor with Tales of a Love Story. Imogen is excited to
merge her love of music, fashion, and storytelling while collaborating
with fellow artists to contribute to the vibrant tapestry of the
theatrical experience.




BRITTANY ISAIA

Brittany (she/they) has been
performing in Perth community
theatre for 15 years, taking on
roles like Kelli in Hands on a
Hardbody, Lucy in Jekyll and
Hyde, Pearl in SpongeBob: The
Musical, Lucy in You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown, and Ariel

in Footloose. Bee is known for
their versatility, and as a future
psychologist, enjoys delving into
the psyche of every role she takes
on.

Brittany could be considered

a part of the Starkid extended
universe, having directed Twisted,
and performed in Firebringer,
The Trail to Oregon, and The Guy
Who Didn’t Like Musicals, earning
the Breakthrough Award and a
Best Actress nomination at the
Robert Finley Awards.

Bee is also an avid singer-
songwriter and completed the
Music Artist diploma here at
WAAPA. Brittany looks forward
to bringing this new local gem
to life and is honoured to work
with Akari before she inevitably
leaves us all behind to take her
exceptional talents to Broadway
and beyond.

CHARLIE
DARLINGTON

Charlie (he/him) is a Perth-based
performer and producer with a
diverse range of stage credits.
His recent roles include Victor
von Frankenstein/Hermit in
Young Frankenstein (Darlington
Theatre Players, 2024), David

in Company (Limelight Theatre,
2023), and Jake in Be More Chill
(Art in Motion, 2023). Other
notable performances include
Chip in The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee (Laughing
Horse Productions, 2023), Angel
in Kinky Boots (Arise Productions,
2021), J.D. in Heathers (Limelight
Theatre, 2021), and Jeremy
Heere in Be More Chill (Phoenix
Theatre, 2018-2019). Charlie
continues to bring his dynamic
talent to a variety of productions
across Perth.

JESS HUYSING

Jessica (she/her) has been
involved in the performing arts
since she was eight years old,
when she joined the Australian
Youth Choir and discovered

her love for singing. Since

then she has been training her
performance skills in singing,
acting and dancing through
private tutoring. Jessica has
been involved in several theatre
productions across Perth
including roles such as Veronica
Sawyer (Heathers! The Musical),
Eponine (Les Misérables) Keeri
(Firebringer), Estelle Rigault (No
Exit), and Nosferatu/Understudy
to Mina Harker (Dracula).

She is currently undergoing

her diploma of music at the
Western Australian Academy of
Performing Arts.




MACY WALDREN

Macy (she/ they) is a 20 year old
performer based in Boorloo,
and is so excited to be making
her return to musical theatre in
Tales of a Love Story. Having
been absent from the Perth
theatre scene for over 8 years,
Macy has instead been pursuing
her academic interests and is
currently studying mathematics
at the University of Western
Australia, with her passion

for music and drama being
channelled into her work as a
children’s entertainer. Macy is
truly grateful for the opportunity
to be a part of this incredible
project, and to be working
alongside such a talented cast
and crew.

ETHAN CHURCHILL

Ethan (he/him) is an accomplished performer with a rich background
in musical theatre, honed through half a decade of rigorous training
in musical theatre, dance, and vocal performance. His extensive
stage credits reflect their versatility and commitment to the craft.

His standout performances include the role of; Tony Manero in
Saturday Night Fever, Tinman in The Wizard of Oz, Shrek in Shrek
the Musical, Troy Bolton in High School Musical, Rod in Avenue Q,
and Matthew Lloyd in bare: a pop opera and Scuttle in The Little
Mermaid. Showcasing his dance skills leading Strictly Ballroom

as Scott Hastings and Mike Costa in A Chorus Line. He has also
delivered captivating performances in Heathers the Musical as Kurt
Kelly, as well as playing Aaron Schulz in Legally Blonde the Musical
and Drake in Annie the musical. Other memorable roles include,
Goody in FAME: The Musical.

Ultimately, Ethan works tirelessly to bring audiences unforgettable
performances, using his passion for theatre and dedication to his
craft to create moments that resonate long after the curtain falls.
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